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The 1961 Referendum on the 1960 Somali Republic Constitution 
Date: 20 June 1961 

The Official Returns Table 1- Referendum Constituzionle 1961 (see Page 2) 
 
Extracts of the Figures of the Two Northern Regions (and 6 Districts)  and (below) those of 
the Six Southern Regions 
 

Referendum on the 1961 Constitution 
Northern  
Regions 

District No of  
Voters 

YES VOTES NO VOTES Spoilt 
Number % Number % % 

Hargiesa 
Region 

Hargeisa 37608 10449 27.78 27087 72.02 0.20 
Berbera   7534   2220 29.47   5231 69.43 1.10 
Borama 14965 14380   96.09     522   3.48 0.43 
S/ Total 60107 27049 45.00 32840 54.63 0.37 

Burao 
Region 

Burao 19295   6427 33.30 12868 66.70 .. 
LasAnod 14661 12090 82.46    2553 17.14 0.12 
Erigabo  9970   3950 39.62     6019 60.38 0.00 
S/Total 43926 22467 51.15  21440 48.81 0.04 

ALL NR TOTAL  104033 49516 47.59 54280 52.17 0.24 
Comparison with the Southern Regions 

ALL SR  TOTAL 1948348 1756216 90.14 183000 9.40 0.46 
 

Comparisons with Somalia Regions - (for the Southern Districts, see  next page) 
 

SOUTHERN REGIONS YES % NO% 
Benadir 91.01 8.71 
Lower Juba 95.31 4.37 
Upper Juba 98.58 0.58 
Hiran 37.64 68.99 
Mudug 88.18 10.88 
Mijertenia 92.84 6.95 

 
Summary:  

1.  In 4 of the 6 Districts of the Northern Regions (Somaliland) the No votes ranged from 72% 
to 60%. 

2. The overall recorded figures for the two Northern Regions was 54% NO for the Hargeisa 
Region and 52% for the Burao Region. 

3. In contrast, with the exception of Hiran Region where there was a No vote of 68% , the No 
vote in all the other 5 Southern (Somalia) regions was in single digits ranging from 8% 
to 0.5%. 

4. Incredible Yes  figures were  recorded for many districts signified, at worst, by Wala Weyn 
district which officially recoded 100% Yes. “Waal Weyn” became the sobriquet for 
“Southern” Somalis (Somalians) from that time onwards and still widely used by 
Somalilanders. 
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5. The recorded 1.94 million votes (with 1.75 million Yes votes – 90.1%) far exceeded any 
total votes at any national election in the 1960s. Indeed in the 1964 National Assembly 
elections, the total national recorded votes was well below a million votes –  914,069.  
The 1961 figures were only surpassed on 25 August 1979 when the outcome of a 
referendum on the 1979 Dictatorship Constitution was reported as having been a Yes 
vote of 3,597,592 (99.79%). 

 
Appendix : Official Table 1 figures 1961  Referendum 
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